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High Bickington C of E Academy 
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Date this summary was published
	September 2025

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	September 2026

	Name of the school music lead
	Francesca Trofa

	Name of local music hub 
	Devon and Torbay Music Education Hub
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	At High Bickington C of E Academy, our music program is both creatively enriching and academically challenging. Every child participates in a 40-60-minute weekly lesson, led by either a music specialist or experienced staff members. These lessons are designed to be inclusive, ensuring that all children can engage with and enjoy the world of music. Through eight key strands, we inspire a deep appreciation and understanding of music, fostering a lifelong love for the art;
· Performance
· Pulse and rhythm
· Singing
· Composition
· Notation
· Listening
· Music appreciation
· Significant people
All children are taught to play an instrument as part of their whole class music lesson for at least one term every year. Children are also taught to read musical staff notation. 
Music teaching at High Bickington also allows children to build their futures by preparing them for secondary school music - they are challenged to use notation and composition at a young age. The teaching of music helps to build children’s confidence through performance and the practical nature of the subject.
Children are encouraged to use technical vocabulary which has been taken from the “Model Music Curriculum” (March 2021) when discussing music such as; crotchet, minim, crescendo, accelerando, tempo and pitch.  
Ofsted inspectors carried out a Deep Dive on music in 2021 and said “Music at High Bickington goes above and beyond the National Curriculum.”
Singing
Singing is central to music in our school. It may be used as a warm-up to start the weekly music lesson or it may be integral to the topic. Children are taught singing in a weekly whole school singing assembly, with singing sometimes included in other assemblies throughout the week.  Singing plays an important role in school events throughout the year including class performances in Celebration assembly, Christmas plays, Year 6 productions, Harvest festivals, Christmas concerts and Easter services.  All children are welcome to join the school choir.
Assessment for Learning
Children demonstrate their ability in music in a variety of different ways. The teacher assesses children’s work in music by making informal judgments as they observe them during lessons.  Children are also encouraged to make judgments about how they can improve their own work. At the end of a unit of work, the teacher makes a summary judgment about the work of each pupil which is recorded on Arbor/IPads/the children’s online music portal and fed into end of year reports.


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Extra-Curricular Music
	Instrument Tuition:
We welcome visiting music teachers into our school to enhance and expand the music curriculum we offer our students. Their contributions are highly valued and play a key role in enriching our program.
High Bickington C of E Academy, have a dedicated team of three peripatetic music teachers who provide students with the opportunity to learn an instrument through one-to-one, small group, or band lessons, funded by parents. Some teachers offer the opportunity to work through graded exams (Associated Board or Trinity) if children wish to.  These weekly lessons cover a range of instruments, including piano/keyboard, electric/acoustic guitar, acoustic/electric drums, and vocals. Additionally, we offer a discounted rate for children eligible for pupil premium, ensuring access to music education for all.
Clubs/Extra-curricular opportunities:
All children are invited to join the school choir which is free to join and takes places every week during lunch time.  Although the choir’s primary aim is to enable children to enjoy singing together, it also endeavours to take singing to the next level with opportunities for singing in different parts, learning to sing harmonies, and for solo opportunities.  The choir performs in public on various occasions throughout the year.  
All children are invited to join our Rocksteady rock bands (lessons paid for by parents); Rocksteady provide a range of electric instruments and the rock bands perform three times a year to parents and pupils in their own assemblies.
Every two years, our Key Stage 2 students have the exciting opportunity to participate in the PROMS event, held at the Queen’s Theatre. This event allows all KS2 children to showcase their musical talents on stage in front of a large audience. Performances range from instrumental pieces and singing to artistic and dance performances, offering a diverse and creative experience for both participants and spectators.
In Year 5, students have the exciting opportunity to attend a residential trip to London, where they get to experience a live theatre performance. Last year, they had the unforgettable experience of watching the musical Matilda, adding a memorable highlight to their trip.


In the Future
	-We are proud that we have achieved the Gold Artsmark Award in the summer of 2025, with the goal of achieving the prestigious Platinum award as our next goal.
-We are eager to embrace new opportunities to showcase our students' musical talents and to provide them with experiences of professional live music performances.
-We will endeavour to expand the list of next steps music groups on offer within the wider community that we sign post to our pupils in order to broaden their musical experiences.


Further Information
	The Devon & Torbay Music Education Hub believe all children and young people should be able to learn to sing, play an instrument and create music together, and have the opportunity to progress their musical interests and talent, including into a professional creative career.  More information about the hub can be found here:
https://www.musiceducationhub.org/site/about-us/

The Department for Education has published a guide for parents and young people which explains how they can get involved in music in and out of school, and where they can go to for support beyond the school:
Music education: information for parents and young people - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
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