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‘Encourage One Another and Build Each Other Up’  
 

1 Thessalonians 5: 11 
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Newsletter ς Friday 14th May 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We have reached the end of rather a soggy week at Witheridge Academy! There have been a few wet 
plays this week, and the children have really impressed us with their calm manner during these wet 
playtimes.  
 
It is hard to believe that this time last year we were all in t-shirts and shorts and our home learning 
jobs were all focussed on summer, sports and the Olympics. As we start to put the National 
Lockdown behind us and to slowly resume some of the activities we all enjoyed pre-covid, we have a 
chance to reflect. We can reflect on the resilience of children, the way they always bounce back into 
school, ready to learn and to spend time with their teachers and friends. We can reflect on the 
amazing way that the community came together and what we achieved together during the school 
closures. This reflection allows us to start looking ahead at what is to come. To the experiences we 
will once again be able to offer to the children of Witheridge Academy and to the building up of our 
community.  
 
Our vision here is to 'Encourage one another and build each other up'. I see this vision lived out every 
day at Witheridge Academy. It could be in the look of wonder on a child's face as they sound out and 
read a previously unknown word, or the excitement of sharing news of a birthday with a friend or a 
teacher, or when a child tells me about their new topic and the learning they are looking forward to 
experiencing. I also see children supporting each other in their learning. I see children working hard 
together to complete a project and I see children consoling each other if they are sad. Every moment 
is one that the staff treasure and hold on to. Particularly on a soggy Monday Morning! 
 
I hope you have a wonderful weekend, 
Miss Ratcliffe 

 
PE Kits 
We have noticed that some children are wearing the 
incorrect uniform for PE.  
Our PE kit is: 

¶ School PE T-Shirt in your child's House colour. (These 
can be purchased from the School Office, some sizes 
are on order) 

¶ Black shorts 

¶ Black joggers or leggings to wear over shorts 

¶ Trainers (Preferably in white or black) 

¶ Children do NOT need to bring a separate top to wear for PE, they will wear their school 
jumper.  

 
For any children that have incorrect PE kit, or do not bring a PE kit, parents will be contacted and 
asked to bring in the correct items.  
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Class 3 Trip to Exeter 
On Thursday this week (13/05), class 3 visited Exeter on the hunt for street art and to learn about city 
life.  When we arrived in Exeter, we took full advantage of a break in the rainy weather to explore the 
city centre. We read the front of buses to see where they were heading and appreciated Exeter's 
blend of historic and modern buildings.  Members of the public stopped to listen to our class 
discussions and the children represented the school beautifully.  
 
We stopped for a snack in the Guildhall and were given our very own VIP area away from the public. 
After the toilet, snack and drinks break we set off again to look at Exeter's historic cathedral and 
modern Princesshay shopping centre.  
 
In typical British tradition, the rain didn't stay away for too long, so we headed back to the bus. In an 
effort to avoid the rain, we embarked on a short journey to the Quay and found shelter to eat our 
lunch. Much to the pigeon's displeasure, we finished our sandwiches, cleared up and headed over to 
the subways at Exe bridges. We discussed the difference between vandalism and street art and the 
children were in awe at some of the artwork on display.  
 
The children loved the city adventure, and I am sure they are relishing the writing opportunities that 
will follow in the coming weeks!  
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School Dinner Menu week commencing 17th May  2021 

 

Week 1 
 

Monday 
 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Main 
Beef 

Lasagne 
BBQ Chicken Roast of the day 

Pork 
Sausages 

Salmon or 
Cod Fish 

Cakes 

Vegetarian 
Vegetarian 
Lasagne  

Macaroni 
Cheese 

Lentil Loaf 
Vegetarian 
Sausages 

Cheese 
Wheels 

Sides 
Garlic Bread 
& Mixed Veg 

Pasta, Salad & 
Chunky 

Coleslaw 

Roast Potatoes, 
Mash Potatoes, 
Seasonal Veg & 

Gravy 

Creamed 
Potatoes,   
Seasonal 

Veg/Spaghetti 
Hoops  

Golden Fries, 
Salad, Veg or 
Baked Beans 

Dessert 
Fruit & 
Yogurt 

Jelly & Ice 
Cream  

Fruit Platter Carrot Cake  
Chocolate 
Cracknel 

 
Also available every day: -   Jacket Potato with Tuna, Cheese and/or Beans.  Fruit Yogurt or Fresh Fruit.    

Pre-School - £1.80 per meal.  Reception & KS1 children ς Universal Free School Meals, KS2 children £2.35 per meal.   
Payments for meal to be made via Parent Pay. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Key Dates for the Summer Term 2021: 

 
Friday 14th May Deadline for final payment for Year 6 Residential 
Friday 21st May Deadline for consent on Parent Pay for Year 5Ωs Activities Week 
Saturday 22nd May Year 6 Exmoor Challenge Practice Walk 
Monday 24th May Year 6 Ultimate Adventure Centre Residential 
Tuesday 25th May Year 5 Activities Week ς Killerton House Trip 
Thursday 27th May  Class 3 Group 1 ς Gardening Club 
Thursday 27th May Year 5 Activities Week ς Beach/Surfing Trip 
Friday 28th May  Last day before Half Term 
Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June ς HALF TERM 
 

These dates are intended as a guide and you will be notified of any changes. 
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Celebration Assembly 

Well Done  

For receiving a  

Certificate of Achievement  

 

 

Work 

 
Pre-School ς Monica for fantastic knowledge and understanding of the chicken lifecycle and wonderful recall of 
her experience on the farm. 
 

Class 1 ς Arthur B for his fantastic effort in phonics and Khalid for sharing his knowledge and experience of 
Ramadan and Eid. 
 
Class 2 ς Isabelle for trying hard in all her learning, particularly phonics and writing.  
 
Class 3 ς Kyah for showing a fantastic learning attitude on our trip to Exeter.  Kyah showed enthusiasm and 
applied her prior knowledge. 
 
Class 4 ς Penny for fantastic contributions and understanding in our reading sessions. 
  

Contribution 

 
Olivia showed kindness to one of her peers by rubbing his back when he was upset and saying ΨitΩs okay, will see 
Mummy laterΩ 
 

20 Merits 

 
Class 2 ς Mason & Max 
Class 3 ς Milo 
Class 4 ς Harley 
 

40 Merits 

 

10 steps on the Caterpillar 

 

Pre-School - Mitchell 

 

House Points 

 

Discovery 30 

 
Endeavour 19 

 

Enterprise 28 

 

Voyager 34 
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Community Events:   
 

GO WILD 2021 
 
We want to invite you to a fun and free Go Wild activity afternoon as a sort of online holiday in place of the 
usual residential. 
  
We are so sad that for ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ ŀ Ǌƻǿ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ǌǳƴ Dƻ ²ƛƭŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ 
connected and offer your children something as we and they were so excited previously. 
  
Saturday 29th May (when Go Wild would have been happening), we will run an afternoon session from 2-4pm. 
  
It will be hosted online but involve a main practical activity that they will need to work on where they are at 
times on their own but with our support (as we will remain online to support them). 
There will then be fun & follow up to this.   
  
We will send a small pack out to each child to explain and help them prepare. 
  
In order to be able to get the packs together we need as much notice as possible and will need to close the 
bookings on the afternoon of Friday 21st May 
  
Please book on the link below or contact Chris or Alice 
  

https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/holiday/go-wild 
  

Many  Thanks, 

Chris 

On behalf of Chris Eales & Alice Lawrence, leaders of Go Wild holiday 
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